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MEAN LAKE LEVELS DURING MAY, 1923. 

By UNITED STATES LAKE STRVET.  
[Detroit, Mich., June 11. 1923.1 

The following data are report.e(l in the “Notice to  
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EFFECT O F  WEATHER ON CROPS AND FARMING OPERA- 

TIONS, MAY, 1923. 

By J. U. K I ~ ~ C E H ,  Meteorologkt. 

There was entirely too much rainfall for agricultural 
interests during the month in the Southern States from 
the Mississippi River eastward, and rain WRS heavy lo 
excessive in the west-central Great Plains. It, \\-tis de- 
ficient in the middle Atlantic coast area and much of tho 
Northeast, and there was less than the normal amount 

in near1.y all sections west of the Rocky Mount,ains. 
ITnusually heavy snow for the season fell in southern 
Michigan and in some of Indiana and 
Ohio, more than 10 
shtions in Michigan. 
cool for t,he season in 
east of the Mississippi 
mean temperatures were near normal. 

Winber wheat made fairly wod progress during the 
month tliroughou t the principa? producing sections. The 
crop made some improvement in bhe Ohio Valley States, 
lwt. continuecl in oor condit,ion in some localities, espe- 
cially in parts of 8 hio and Incliana. Prowess was satis- 
fact.ory in t,he trans-Mississippi States, altriough the c.rop 
was wry 1nt.e and threat.ened wit.li weeds in west.ern 
I<ms:is, because of the frequent heavy rainfall following 
t.he long drought. with result,ant thin st,ands. The 
month wn.s generally favorshle in the Spring Wheat Belt 
ttnd that. crop was reported RS growing nicely in most 
sect.ions, escept in Iowa, where it was in only fair con- 
dition. Wheat mino up t.o a gocicl stand and wa.s of good 
color in Nort,h Dakota and in satisfactory condition in 
Montana. 

On t.s werc short rtnd needed more moisture in Iowtt, 
hut t.he crop improved during t,he month in the Ohio 
\’alley area, although it WRS too dry in partrts of Illinois. 
Warmer weather and more sunshine were needed for 
corn in much of tlie interior of the country. Germina- 
tion was slow nncl niuch replanting was necessary in 
Iowa arid I<ent.ucky, where plttnting was considerably 
delayed: t,ho wa.rniw weather near the close of the 
month. liowever? improved conditions in the eastern por- 
t.ion of the Coni Belt,. Planting was hindered by wet 
soil in the cent,ritl Great. Phins, ancl there was consider- 
th l e  diinitige hy heavy, washing rains on bott,oiiilands in 
0kl:tliomn blie lnttcr ptirt, of t,he month. 

Hea.vy and 
persistrnt rains fell in t,he eastern portion of the belt., 
where thc excessive nioist,urc ancl cool went,lier reta.rdec1 
gerniinn tion and growLh, and reatly int.erfered wit.11 

and wet also in tlie northu-estern ortion of the belt,, 

cot.ton innde fiiir t.o very good progress. The weather 
was more favorable also in the Carolinas, where field 
work as n rule made very good progress, but growth of 
cot t,im was rat,lier slow because of the cool weather. 

Pastures were short in the Central States east of the 
Mississippi River, alt,liough they showed improvemento 
in most sections, while nioisture wa.s insufficient from tho 
upper Mississippi Valley emtwarcl. Ranges showed 
niarkecl improrement in the Great Plains States ancl tdic 
cent.ra1 Rocky Mount.ain distric.t~, where moisture was 
sufficient; stock did well in t,liese areas. The rangc wns 
variable, however, in the Southwest, rtnd WRS most.ly 
poor to only fair in NOW Mexico, with about the normal 
seasonal deterioration in Arizona. Ranges, pastures, a.nd 
stock did well in the more northwestern States. 

-4 cool wave overspread t,he Central and Northern 
Ytat.es about t.he close of the first decade of the month, 
with freezin weather estending southward t,o southwest 

largely from frost alt,hough some early rarieties were 
injured to some estent over a wide area from the u per 
Great Plains eastward. There wa.s also some local F rost 
dama e in the more weslern Slat,es. Otherwise the 

The wetither was unfavorable for cotton. 

c.ult,ivat.ion. Much of tlie mont i: I was too cloudy, cool, 

but conditions were more favorab P e in Tesns, wliercr 

Virginia an f to t,he Ohio River. Fruits escapecl damage 

mont % was generally favorable for fruit. 


